THE IMPERIAL GAME AND THE STATES           37
during his second term of office, had ruefully noted
that 4 the States which were most intimately connected
with us were reduced to the most forlorn condition,,
that these powers possessed no funds or troops on
which they could depend, that anarchy and disaffection
prevailed universally throughout the dominions. *
Before long, predatory gangs overran the face of the
whole country and threatened the peace of the
Company's territories. In short, the neighbourhood of
British India became both unsafe and disreputable.'
As the external menace disappeared 4 allies' were
no longer needed who were more a liability than an
asset, and the policy of non-intervention was given
up in favour of active intervention and annexation.
Lord Dalhousie laid down the dictum that * the
British Government is bound not to put aside or
neglect such rightful opportunities of acquiring territory
or revenue as may from time to time present them-
selves. * And since some colourable excuse was
necessary to justify such a course, the British admini-
strators from regarding solicitude for the subjects
of the * Native States ' as ' quixotic *, began now to
appear in the role of disinterested humanitarians and
4 champions of the oppressed States subjects'. The
patronage was transferred from the Princes to their
people. Lord William Bentinck's annexations were
nearly all * punishments for misrule '. Hardinge talked
of the fc stigma of tolerating oppression, which the
British Government cannot submit to '. Lord Dalhousie
regarded his annexations as simply * assignments made
to the Company by Providence itself in its denial of
-natural heirs to vacant thrones \ But they were also
a means of 'insuring to the population of the State a
perpetuity of just and mild Government! *
Consolidating Gains
The rising of 1857 marked the beginning of the
third phase. The Crown of England had emerged
from the maelstrom as the unquestioned ruler and